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R.E. Class and Service held at 10:30
(followed by refreshments)

Sunday Services
November 2016
Nov. 6

Rev. Fran Dearman Remembrance Day: A Peace Not Past Our Understanding.

Toni Janik

Unitarians and Universalists have not been of one mind concerning
one’s a tude to war. Some of us are veterans, some of us may have
cause to be deeply grateful to veterans, and some of us may be deeply
commi ed to a pacifist response in the face of armed conflict. Rev.
Fran shares some thoughts for mindfulness on Remembrance Day
Bill & Bobbye
Baylis with Ray
As Olinda marks the 136th anniversary of liberal religious congrega‐
Stone
onal life, Interim Minister the Rev. Fran Dearman speaks to UU
Religious Educa on for children, and recalls the work of Religious
Educator Sophia Lyon Fahs. With help from the Transi ons Team and
the Archives Team, Rev. Fran introduces the Olinda Timeline project—
where do your personal history and the history of the church connect?

Nov. 13

Rev. Fran Dearman Heritage Sunday: Standing within a Living Tradi on.

Nov. 20

Rev. Fran Dearman Money Ma ers: Religion, Values, and Goldfish.

Lorie Lyons

Rev. Fran speaks to the annual pledge appeal.

Nov. 27

Barbara Billey

Mindfulness in Everyday Twists and Turns.

Carabel Ringrose

Barbara Billey is an urban priest, compassion ac vist and registered
psychotherapist. Here she explains how mindfulness prac ce oﬀers
one way forward that ignites compassion for ourselves and for others.

Dec. 4

Rev. Fran Dearman Unplugging the Christmas Machine: What do we truly value
about Christmas?
Interim Minister the Rev. Fran Dearman dips into the seasonal classic,
"Unplugging the Christmas Machine," by Jo Robinson and Jean C.
Staeheli. December, the month of challenge, need not sweep us away
in a commercialized whirlwind. What are we really looking for from
this midwinter holiday?

Congregational Budget Meeting
Vote on the 2017 Budget
December 11, 2016
Immediately a er the Service
(with me to grab a cup of tea)

TBA

From the Board, October 2016
Rev. Fran is working very hard to assist us in finding a se led minister. She has
been in touch with Keith Kron who is Ministerial Se lement Representa ve for
Canada and is the UUA Transi on Director. He will be coming to Olinda in mid‐
January. Keith will be a great help in answering ques ons about the process and be
a shot in the arm for our search commi ee. He may even lead a service. Thank you
Fran.
I have a tenta ve search commi ee of five people but I am s ll looking for people
who wish to serve or know of people who may want to assist. Please let me know.
The names will be approved by the board and voted on by the congrega on no lat‐
er than Feb. 26th at the A.G.M.
The board is pleased to support the Social Responsibility Commi ee in their eﬀorts
to get volunteers to help clean Point Pelee as it is important to show we are com‐
mi ed to helping the environment in any way we can.
The board has agreed to support Children’s Aid again providing two families with
five children in having a be er Christmas. We will be accep ng dona ons in sup‐
port of these families. This is a special event that we have supported for many
years.
As you can see from all these, and many more things this church does, this church
is important to the community as well as ourselves and while no one likes to ask for
money it becomes necessary. Taxes, u li es and other bills are always going up
and we do not have a choice. We do not have a choice with the church either.
The Finance Commi ee will be sending out a le er of appeal soon. Please respond
to it or give at the church. Unlike many we do not tell you what you need to give
but without your support we cannot con nue. THANK‐YOU in advance.
John Upco , President

Tea with the Minister
Join Rev. Fran and whoever else shows up to enjoy afternoon tea and conversation on Wednesday,
November 9, from 1:30—3 pm. This treat is a regular occurrence on the second Wednesday of the
month.

November–2

Finance Committee
On Nov. 6 a er church, we will have the Open Finance Mee ng to decide on
the 2017 Budget to be presented to the Board and then to the Congrega on
on Dec. 13. All members of that commi ee, please make a point to be there
for that mee ng. Commi ee members are Helen Moore (Treasurer), Doug
Whaley (Chair Lloyd Fund), Mireya Campbell & Marie e Preyde (Lloyd Fund
managers), Gypsy Carroll, Carol Hylton, Bobbye Baylis (Trustee), and John Up‐
co (President.) Anyone else interested in the financial aﬀairs of the church is
also encouraged to come.
The Le er of Appeal will also be distributed on that date. It will include infor‐
ma on from your Treasurer on your 2016 Pledge and how much you have al‐
ready contributed toward that pledge. Please return your 2017 Pledge card as
soon as possible to Helen Moore or myself so that we have the informa on for
the 2017 Budget.

Important Dates
Nov. 2 7 pm
Book Club: Florence Foster
Jenkins by Darryl Bullock
Nov. 6 2 am
Daylight Savings Time ends
Nov. 6 Noon
Financial Commi ee Budget
Mee ng
Nov. 9 1:30 pm
Tea with the Minister

Thank you for your support, Bobbye Baylis, Trustee

Olinda UU Membership Report, November 2016
The updated Telephone Tree lists have been placed on the hall table of
the church below the name tags board. Be sure to pick up your copy to
ensure there will be a good line of communica on in the event the calling
process needs to be ac vated.
"Dinners for 8" are star ng up again with Fran graciously oﬀering to host
two dinners in November on the 18th (6‐9 p.m.) and on the 19th (2‐5
p.m.) The sign‐up sheet is posted on the coﬀee room bulle n board.
We hope others may be interested in hos ng one of these get‐togethers
in the new year, star ng in January and then possibly every other month
or even monthly if there is enough interest. Please contact one of the
Membership Commi ee members if you have any ques ons or you
would like to host a dinner.
If anyone has any ideas about ac vi es or social gatherings they'd like to
see held, please inform a Membership Commi ee member and we will
certainly consider your sugges on. Thank you.
Lorie Lyons (Membership Commi ee Chair)
Commi ee Members: Helen Moore, Bobbye Baylis, Sharon van Abbema

Nov. 10 7 pm
Board of Trustees Mee ng
Nov. 17 7 pm
Choir Rehearsal
Nov. 20 9:30 am
Sunday Services Mee ng
Nov. 20 noon
Social Responsibility Com‐
mi ee Mee ng
Nov. 22 9 pm
December Newsle er
Reports due
Nov. 24 9:30 am
Membership Commi ee
Mee ng
Nov. 27
2017 Budgets available
Dec. 4 noon
Holiday Potluck
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Interim Minister Rev. Fran ’s Column
November is Blanket” Month. I hope for the dark days to bring a merciful flurry,
like the shaking out of a great sky-borne duvet, to wrap the earth in a comforting
blanket of snow and heap a roof above the small scurrying creatures with whom
we share the planet. What that will actually look like, here in the Banana Belt, I
have no idea!
November brings other annual transitions to Olinda. First, Founders Day, November 10th, 1880—the birthday of liberal religion here at Olinda, where love drives
out fear.
November also brings the annual pledge appeal—congregational polity means that
the people make their own decisions, and the people support those decisions with
their time, treasure and talent. I am sure you give serious thought to the values that
shape your church’s financial year. I firmly believe our annual budget is a profoundly theological statement.
UU Central Fall Regional Gathering takes place at Kitchener-Waterloo on October
29th; I look forward to this opportunity for conversations with folks from other UU
congregations.
Later in the month, November 13th through 16th, I’ll be gathering with the UU
Ministers of Southern Ontario at the Queen of Apostles Retreat Centre in Mississauga.
The budget for 2017 will equip the Ministerial Search Committee (MSC) to begin
their work next February. Meanwhile UUA Transitions Director the Rev. Keith
Kron, who serves as Ministerial Settlement Representative for Canadian UU congregations, is scheduled to visit us here in Olinda around January 15th; I hope you
will note that date and meet with Keith that weekend. Keith knows more about the
Settlement System and how things are shaping up for the year than anyone I have
ever met.
Meanwhile, on November 13th, Heritage Sunday, we’ll work up a Timeline Project. This serves one of our key tasks of transition—to engage the history—our
history—with the church. What makes Olinda special to you?
Imagine a big roll of paper and some sticky notes in your hand. What would you
write on them about your time with this church? What are the significant times in
your own life that happened here? When did you join? Did you say farewell to
someone you loved, here? Did you bring children here? Were you married here?
Bring pictures! This might even be fun!
Yours, in the Interim,
November–4

Rev. Fran

Remembrance Day
November 11, 2016
As we reflect on the
war me service of
members from our
UU Church in Olin‐
da, we admire and
honour their selfless
and courageous
spirit that has given
us the country we
enjoy today.

Accolades, Recognition and Thank you’s
For some me now I have no ced how there are members of our Church who
volunteer quietly in the background and make things go without much fan‐
fare. They get things done. They step in where others stand by. O en, they
also volunteer in other areas of the community, while living with their own
challenges at home. These people are pure gold. Our church life is more valu‐
able for their contribu on. We dedicate this column to them.
Our long‐ me newsle er editor re red this summer a er 11 years of dedica‐
on. Cole e Anne s, while living in Chatham and with medical diﬃcul es,
produced the Olinda Outpost without fail every month. I am, only now, realiz‐
ing how great her contribu on has been. She kept the communica on threads
together for us, even from a remote loca on. Thank you Cole e, and best
wishes from all of us at Olinda.
John van Abbema, Editor

They had on their
side the camarade‐
rie of youth, the ad‐
venture of far‐away
lands and the thrill
of learning new
skills. They were
sustained by the sol‐
id faith that each
individual could
make a diﬀerence ;
and, they had the
unswerving support
of the civilians le
back home.
Let us do as much in
their memory,
whenever ac on is
required of us to
find a goal for the
common good.
…Ed.
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Olinda Book Club
This group of congregants and friends gathers once a month (1st Wednesday) at the
home of book club members, the Church, or other arranged venues.
During the meeting a selected book, author, or theme previously selected by each
member in turn is discussed. The ‘fun-loving’ group is into another year of reading,
learning and socializing.
Everyone is welcome – Contact Chairperson Pat Haynes, or Stuart Miller.
Book for Month — November 2016
Title: Florence Foster Jenkins
Author: Darryl Bullock
Date: Wed., 02 November, 2016; 7 pm
Leader: Gypsy Carroll
Location & Type of Meeting: UUC of Olinda, Tranquility Room
Summary:
Madame Jenkins couldn't carry a tune in a bucket: despite that, in 1944 at the age
of 76, she played Carnegie Hall to a capacity audience and had celebrity fans by
the score. Her infamous 1940s recordings are still highly-prized today.
Book for the Month of December 2016
Title: The Little Paris Bookshop
Author: Nina George
Date: Wed., 07 December, 2016; 7 pm
Leader: Leona Crowder
Location & Type of Meeting: 17 Montego Bay, Kingsville ON
Summary:
Monsieur Perdu is a literary apothecary. From his floating bookstore in a barge on
the Seine, he prescribes novels for the hardships of life. Using his intuitive feel for
the exact book a reader needs, Perdu mends broken hearts and souls. The only person he can't seem to heal is himself; he's still haunted by heartbreak after his great
love disappeared. She left him with only a letter that he has never opened.
After Perdu is finally tempted to read the letter, he hauls anchor and departs on a
mission to the South of France, hoping to make peace with his loss and discover
the end of the story.
November— 6

An international best seller filled with warmth and adventure, the Little Paris
Bookshop is a love letter to books, meant for anyone who believes in the power of
stories to shape people's lives.

Caring Committee
The months fly by. I am hoping everyone was in touch with family during last
month, sharing a meal together and enjoying each other's company. We
were fortunate to spend a week with son and family in Calgary. We enjoyed
watching the snow fall Oct 6 on the colorful leaves. They shivered their way
down to the ground.
Our hearts and minds are with Jane and Wilf as Wilf goes through a proce‐
dure in a few days that will hopefully give him be er health.
We congratulate Arn and Marion Thompson as they celebrated their 70th
wedding anniversary this past month, with a dinner for family at Erie Glen
Manor. Well done!!
Ron Hicks is con nuing to heal as he recovers from some hospital proce‐
dures. Laverne and Shannon are keeping a close eye on him. Healing takes
me and pa ence and is not easy. We are thinking of this family and wish
them the very best.
We are always pleased to see Walter Sinclair with us on Sunday morning. He
drove himself to the church, no longer needing a chauﬀeur.
We are pleased to have our updated directory. If you do not have one, let
Lori Lyons know or call me at 519 ‐ 712 9020. You too can be part of the
Caring Commi ee. With the help of your updated directory, you can be in
touch with your Olinda friends when you no ce their absence. A call from a
friend is always appreciated ..usually.

Commi ee Members
Eunice Goye e
June Blacker
Linda Upco
Sharon van Abbema

Sharon van Abbema

WE ARE WAITING TO HEAR FROM YOU
If you did not read our Nominating Committee message in the October
Newsletter, please do.
Here is a list of the open positions:
Vice President
Secretary
Trustees: Finance
Lifespan Religious Education
Membership/Publicity

You are needed!
Steve, Cathy & Carol
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Property Committee Report, November 2016
The front entrance door with a panic bar and all the windows that were approved at
the September 25th congrega onal mee ng have been ordered with a down pay‐
ment. Hopefully they will begin installing before mid November. An extension of the
railings along the entrance ramp has been completed. We thank John & Charles
Whi le (Sheron Campbell's brothers) for their quick service.
Thank you,
Laurie Hylton

The Louise Foulds Library
Just a reminder that we do have a church library that contains many books of

great interest. When borrowing any book from the library, please sign your
name on the sheet provided on the table under the front window.
Happy Reading! Thank you.
Pat Haynes.

Social Responsibility Committee
The Point Pelee Clean‐Up scheduled for Nov. 16 was postponed un l April
due to threatened thunderstorms. Instead we held a mee ng!
The main discussion was about possible speakers on the Sunday of the Inter‐
na onal Dinner. Our preference is for someone responsible for Essex Coun‐
ty refugees to speak, very likely someone involved with the local Mennon‐
ites.
We would like to collect names of the various organiza ons supported by
our congrega on members. Share with us any sugges ons you have about
how to display this informa on. Also, Fran wants to give a sermon in January
about Hai and giving to relief organiza ons. She would appreciate any in‐
forma on you have, before Christmas.

November–8

Bobbye Baylis, Secretary of the Commi ee
Other commi ee members: Gord Taylor (chair), Bill Baylis, Ray & Laurie
Stone, Marie e Preyde, Helen Moore, Karen & Stuart Miller

The Unitarian Universalist Church of Olinda
Background and Congrega on
In 1880 Olinda was a li le hamlet served by a general store, a post oﬃce, a school, a Methodist Church and a
blacksmith shop. Nineteen men and four women came together on November 19 that year to found a new
church, calling itself The First Universalist Parish of Olinda, which rejected the doctrine of eternal punishment.
The founding members met once a month when a minister came from Michigan to conduct two mid‐week even‐
ing services. The following year a Church was erected for $1950. Today that building holds the dis nc on of be‐
ing the oldest in Canada built by a Unitarian or Universalist congrega on s ll in use as a UU Church. The Province
of Ontario erected an historic plaque at the Church to recognize this dis nc on.
The parsonage was added a er WWI and the Church played a unique role as a social centre for the community
for the following 20 years. The young people’s organiza on held dances that were popular for miles around for
young people of all religious persuasions. A Women’s Organiza on was formed about 1914 has been a source of
invaluable support to the Church. The W.O. provided valuable support throughout the depression of the Thir es
by equipping and furnishing the parsonage and contribu ng to opera ng and capital expenditures.
The Unitarian Universalist merger in 1961, for which the con‐
grega on voted approval, and the crea on of the Canadian
Unitarian Council ended the Church’s isola on. The Church’s
name was changed to reflect the fact of the merger. The tra‐
di onal Universalist message was interpreted more broadly to
embrace all shades of belief and unbelief.
Olinda has enjoyed gradual but steady progress under the
long‐term ministerial leaderships of Stewart Moore (1951) and
Leonard Thompson (1965). Then came Conrad Dipple (1978),
Martha Munson (1982), Maureen Thitchener (1988), Anne
Treadwell (1993) and Chris ne Hillman (2001). Conrad intro‐
duced Coﬀee Hour, Martha helped the Church to develop
much needed Bylaws and an improved organiza onal struc‐
ture. Maureen made the Church much more visible in the
community. Anne Treadwell reached out to non‐tradi onal
Church a ending members of the community. Chris ne’s
many ini a ves included guiding the Church into becoming a
Welcoming Congrega on. Sadly, we lost her to cancer a er
serving Olinda for 14 years.
Olinda is the only UU Church in a large two county area, drawing membership from Windsor to Chatham to Blen‐
heim. Nearby UU Churches are in Detroit MI and London ON. We look forward to serving our community with re‐
newed vigour as we search for a permanent minister.
Prepared by Jane Innerd and only slightly edited to make the ar cle fit on one page….Ed.
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Olinda Newsletter Late Breaking News at Deadline Day
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Keith Kron, Director of Interim Services for the UUA, will be here for the third weekend in
January, 2017, to present a workshop for us to be er understand the interim ministry
process and to guide us through the selec on process for a new se led minister, which
will begin in earnest by February. For us to get the most sa sfac on from this eﬀort, we
will need to have members of our congrega on well informed. As we go through the pro‐
cess in 2017, it will be important for us to have transparent and informed discussions with
everyone included. Please set aside these dates and plan to make yourself available for
the workshop and the Sunday service. As chair of the Transi on Team, I would like to
work on a consensus basis rather than on a confronta onal outlook. Thank you for your
considera on,
John van Abbema.
Fran would like to advise us that $62.75 has been contributed by members to the Minis‐
ter’s Discre onary Fund on birthdays via the li le birthday church. She donated this mon‐
ey to the Food Bank on behalf of Olinda UU. Thank you everyone for your generosity.
Fran would also like to remind us that her tea party was well received in October and that
she is encouraged to con nue with tea par es at the Church every 2nd Wednesday of the
month, from 1:30PM—3:00PM. This is a great opportunity to get together informally and
to talk about “Whatever”. Please come and join us next on November 9th.
In hopes of encouraging and invigora on the Religious Educa on program for children,
Rev. Fran will con nue to present a ‘Story for all Ages’ every Sunday. Once it gets to be
known that there will be a weekly story, regardless of the number of children present, we
hope that there will be more children a ending on a regular basis.
Religious educa on programs for adults would be another possibility for us to explore.
Fran has oﬀered to do a Sunday mee ng once a month in the four months leading up to
Easter. It would be good opportunity for members and friends to brush up on UU philoso‐
phy and the place of Unitarianism and Universalism in our society today. Please talk to
Fran to give her thoughts.
Where is Fran? In general, Fran's week looks something like this:
a. Sunday is a day on; Monday is a day oﬀ, Fran's day for deeply res ul rest.
b. Tuesday and Thursdays are admin days: Fran works at home or at the church;
good days for coﬀee.
c. Wednesday is a day for pastoral visits‐‐and another good day to do coﬀee.
d. Fridays Fran works at home on sermon prepara on.
e. Saturday, a day oﬀ, unless you had a wedding or a workshop in mind, or morning
coﬀee.
f. Sunday, a day on, and away we go again.
g. Fran's oﬃce hours are by appointment, anywhere coﬀee is served or a walk is
to be had....
h. Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays are great days to meet, or a Saturday
morning.
i. Fran is planning to hold a ‘Blue Christmas’ service in the week before Christmas.
These types of services are a staple in other UU churches and include member par ci‐
pa on with an upbeat theme from the minister. Come and join us for an introspec ve
evening.

