
UUs in an Irrational World: Understanding Our Neighbours 
Bill Baylis, for Sunday service at the UU Church of Olinda on March 20, 2016. 

This Church was founded on the Faith that Love is a more powerful force for good than 
Fear. And hope is in the air as Spring has just arrived (at 12:30 this morning EDT on 
Palm Sunday morning) after a mild Winter, and our new PM Justin Trudeau returns from 
a fruitful—and I’d even say celebratory and joyfilled—meetings with President Barack 
Obama in Washington, DC, and with UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon in New York. 
Yet fear is all around us. Such fear has been amplified and used for political gain, votes, 
and donations, especially by the candidates next door but also by growing nationalistic 
parties around the globe but even, I feel, by our previous PM and his government. 

Our UU principles call on us to love and respect one another. However, Love and 
Respect can’t get far without understanding, and if we look to understand our neighbour 
to the south (well, also north from Windsor), we are faced there with roughly 100 times 
as many self-identified evangelicals as UUs and a rising religious right in an ever more 
conservative and wingier right-wing Republican Party, together with the paradoxical 
ascendency of Donald Trump (or Donald Drumpf if you follow John Oliver), who 
appears neither particularly Christian or conservative but definitely extremist as he calls 
for building walls, expelling of immigrants, breaking trade agreements, assassinating 
terrorists’ families, and bombing troublesome nations. Yet, even as he picks twitter 
fights with Pope Francis and sends “vitriolic, obsessive” tweets to Fox News anchor 
Megyn Kelly, and as he encourages his followers to rough up opposition protesters and 
warns that his followers will riot if he is not confirmed as the republican nominee, still his 
campaign has resonated with many and been surprisingly successful. Trump’s main 
challenger for the republican nomination appears to be Canadian-born Ted Cruz, who 
wants to take back America for the fundamentalist Christian right to prepare for the 
imminent second coming of Christ.  

According to census data and polls, UUs form the most educated religious group in 
America, and—as a faith based on reason and the search for truth—one of the most 
rational. How do we understand our evidently irrational neighbours? 

Of course, there are still many reasonable people in the U.S., and family and friends 
there are asking similar questions and also enquiring about possible immigration to 
Cape Breton, Leamington, or elsewhere in Canada. Numerous historians, political 
scientists, economists, psychologists, and sociologists have researched the sources 
and reasons for Trump’s astoundingly wide popular support, largely across 
demographic lines of age, gender, geographical location, and religious background. 
Polling has shown a split depending on education and wealth, with poor, less educated 



voters being his strongest supporters. And voters do not generally believe that either he 
or Hilary Clinton is either honest or trustworthy: 40% would consider voting for a 3rd-
party candidate. As John Oliver pointed out, fact-checking of a large number of Trump 
statements by the website PolitiFact found over ¾ of them false to some degree, and 
Trump has been wildly inconsistent. "He's been pro-choice and pro-life, for and against 
assault weapon bans, in favor of both bringing in Syrian refugees and deporting them 
out of the country. [See Appendix A.] Nevertheless, based on his strong showing so far 
in the U.S. primary elections, Trump seems about to become the Republican nominee 
for the most powerful political position in the world. What’s going on? 

Recently published research has shown a strong correlation between support for Trump 
and Authoritarianism. [See The Rise of American Authoritarianism by Amanda Taub, 
published March 1, 2016, on Ezra Klein’s Vox news website. See also book Marc 
Hetherington and Jonathan Weiler, 2009, Authoritarianism and Polarization in American 
Politics.] The problem goes beyond popularity of Trump: In South Carolina, a CBS 
News exit poll found that 75 percent of Republican voters supported banning Muslims 
from the United States. A PPP poll (Public Policy Polling) found that a third of Trump 
voters support banning gays and lesbians from the country. Twenty percent even said 
Lincoln shouldn't have freed the slaves. Ykes! 

Authoritarianism is a self-centred attitude driven by a primal urge to control and 
dominate our environment, and it is characterized by a desire for order and a fear of 
outsiders. It’s a counterpoise to our UU principle of Love and Respect for others and for 
the interconnected web of all existence. Last September, Matthew MacWilliams, a 
student at U. Mass. Amherst working on his Ph.D. dissertation about authoritarianism, 
realized that his work might explain the reason for some of Trump’s support. He did 
some polling and found that not only did a high score in authoritarianism correlate well 
with Trump support, among many possible indicators, it was the best predictor of such 
support. 

Authoritarianism was studied for its connection with fascism after WWII but with surveys 
in which the connection was implicit and integral. It was separated from political views in 
the early 1990s, when a political scientist named Stanley Feldman changed everything. 
Feldman, a professor at SUNY Stonybrook, believed authoritarianism could be an 
important factor in American politics in ways that had nothing to do with fascism, but 
that it could only reliably be measured by unlinking it from specific political preferences. 

He realized that if authoritarianism were a personality profile rather than just a political 
preference, he could get respondents to reveal these tendencies by asking questions 
about a topic that seemed much less controversial. He settled on something so banal it 
seems almost laughable: parenting goals. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2016/02/25/upshot/measuring-donald-trumps-supporters-for-intolerance.html


Feldman developed what has since become widely accepted as the definitive 
measurement of authoritarianism: four simple questions that ask about parenting but 
are in fact designed to reveal how highly the respondent values hierarchy, order, and 
conformity over values like curiosity, creativity, innovation and independent thought: 

Which is more important for a child to have:  

• independence or respect for elders?  
• obedience or self-reliance?  
• being considerate or well-behaved? 
• curiosity or good manners? 

Feldman's test proved to be very reliable. Here was a way to identify people who fit the 
authoritarian profile, prizing order and conformity, for example, and desiring the 
imposition of those values.  

Another result: the amount of authoritarianism in the world is not a constant; it tends to 
grow in the face of uncertainty, fear and anger. As it grows, so does fear itself—
providing potentially runaway positive feedback like microphone/sound system squeal--, 
and the public seeks stronger leaders to take control and “fix” things. Over the past few 
years there have been a number of advances in social norms that the “movement 
conservatives” have used to incite fear and anger in the voting public: gender and gay 
rights and pay equity, abortion rights, safe injection sites, marijuana use, and, sadly, the 
“dog whistle” of racism. But once elections are over, elected conservatives have not 
done much to help the average voter or reduce the incited fears. Instead, they have 
arranged to give wealthy more tax breaks and fewer regulations, and this has only 
increased the general frustration and anger among voters. 

The research on authoritarianism goes a long way toward explaining not only the 
popularity of Donald Trump but of many historical dictators who began their reigns with 
considerable popular support. As Times columnist Roger Cohen pointed out on pi day 
(March 14, 2016, Einstein’s birthday), there are strong parallels between Trump and 
Italy’s disgraced PM, Silvio Berlusconi, a real estate billionaire who amassed a TV 
empire. Like Berlusconi, Donald Trump admires and emulates Vladimir Putin. He also 
hesitates to criticize Klu Klux Klan leader David Duke, and quotes Mussolini. [The image 
on the front of the order of service, from the cover of tomorrow’s Maclean’s Magazine, is 
evidently a picture of Putin whose head has been photo-shopped into Trump’s.  It 
seems fitting for Palm Sunday except that he’s riding a horse rather than a donkey. 
Horses were traditionally ridden by victorious fighters whereas the donkey was a symbol 
of peace. Perhaps an ass enters the symbolism is some other way. An obvious 
question: Is a crucifixion to follow?] 



Some historical background on the evolution of the Republican Party since the 1970s 
can provide further perspective.  

The best-selling nonfiction book by New Yorker staff writer Jane Mayer: Dark Money 
(published Jan. 2016) describes the buying and building of the current republican party 
since 1976, together with interconnected network of media, think tanks, pressure groups 
like Americans for Prosperity, and faculty appointments and programs at prestigious 
universities by the secretive billionaires Charles and David Koch. Through almost 
unlimited secret political donations (about 1 B$ for the 2016 federal election), the 
brothers have used their inherited corporate business wealth to eliminate government 
regulations that might impede them and their carbon-based industries (identified in 2012 
as the biggest producers of toxic waste in the U.S.), fight any action on climate change, 
gerrymander electoral districts, and mold the Republican Party to their ends, for 
example by getting 156 senators and representatives to sign a pledge to fight any 
“climate tax”. They helped organize the Tea Party and decided in 2009 after Obama’s 
election to try to block all legislation from the government in congress. 

DARK MONEY: The Hidden History of the Billionaires Behind the Rise of the 
Radical Right By Jane Mayer. 449 pp. Doubleday. $29.95. 
 
In the 1970s and 80s, the Republicans were also trying to wrest southern states from 
their democratic heritage. By promising law and order and traditional conservative 
values while inciting fears of foreigners and about liberal court decisions that promoted 
fearful social changes like gay marriage, they brought many southern legislatures 
onside. Voters were promised lower taxes and less government regulation and 
interference. Only gradually did it become evident that their elected officials were acting 
mainly not in the voters’ interests but to help the Koch brothers and their friends. The 
rage encouraged for so long has only grown and is now voiced by Trump.  
 
As Nobel-prize winning economist Paul Krugman wrote on March 14, “Let’s dispel with 
this fiction that the Trump phenomenon represents some kind of unpredictable intrusion 
into the normal course of Republican politics. On the contrary, the G.O.P. has spent 
decades encouraging and exploiting the very rage that is now carrying Mr. Trump to the 
nomination. That rage was bound to spin out of the establishment’s control sooner or 
later. Donald Trump is not an accident. His party had it coming.” 
 
The Republican party is panicking at the rise of Donald Trump and is looking for any 
way to prevent his nomination. It is not clear they can stop him, but what if they do? 
Who is next in line? Probably Ted Cruz, who many Republicans hope will be their Cruz 
missile to take out Trump. Canadian-born Ted Cruz wants to “take back America”, by 
which he means re-establish US as a Christian nation to prepare for the second coming 



of Christ. Cruz subscribes to “Dominion Theology.” [see Appendix B.] His father is 
traveling evangelical preacher Rafael Cruz, of Seven Mountains Dominionism. In his 
recent book A Time for Action: Empowering the Faithful to Reclaim America Rafael 
states that Christians must take dominion over seven peaks of culture: family, religion, 
education, media, entertainment, business, and government, and he has said that Ted 
has been anointed by God to take dominion of the land and oversee the end-time 
transfer of wealth from the evil to the righteous. Wealth is seen as a blessing from God 
in “prosperity theology,” which Dominionists commonly follow.  David Barton, former 
head of the Republican Party of Texas and the head of the Cruz multiM$ super-PAC 
“Keep the Promise”, wrote a discredited book claiming Jefferson was a right-wing 
Christian in order to argue that the U.S. was really founded as a Christian nation. [“In 
God we trust” was adopted as the U.S. motto, replacing the unofficial one E Pluribus 
unum by Eisenhower in 1956. It was already used on some coins starting in 1864 and 
was added to bills in 1957. Also “Under God” added to pledge of allegiance in 1954.] 

Cruz may be more consistent than Trump, but no less extreme and wild. And he has 
few friends even in the Republican party. [See appendix C.] An alternative scenario 
discussed seriously in Republican circles over the past few days is to run an established 
republican politician as a 3rd-Party candidate. 

As Matthew Yglesias of Vox News stated on March 14, 2016, we should hope for a 
Cruz victory over Trump as Republican nominee. Cruz is so hated even among 
Republicans that it should be not be difficult for Democrats to defeat him in a general 
election. 

Hmm. I hope he’s right. Time may tell. This perspective, especially the link between 
authoritarianism and the Republican Party may make the rise of Trump, the current 
state of disruption of the Republican Party, and the actions of our neighbours to the 
South easier to understand, but they are no less troubling. Let us not react in fear and 
authoritarianism, but seek solutions with love, kindness, and respect. May this UU 
approach light the way in North America. If not, then the experience we are now gaining 
in welcoming 25,000 Syrian refugees to Canada may help pave the way for a much 
larger influx of refugees from Trump’s America.  

Closing Words: Caroline Herschel (March 16, 1750-January 9, 1848) was the sister of 
musician-astronomer-physicist William Herschel. Google celebrated her birthday last 
Wednesday as the world’s first professional (paid—not much, but paid) female scientist, 
highly awarded for her astronomical discoveries of comets and nebulae, also singer. In 
the face of the Koch Bros. Americans for Prosperity and Cruz’s Prosperity Theology, 
this quote of hers rings relevant: 



‘As Much as we Need a Prosperous Economy, We also Need a Prosperity of 
Kindness & Decency’. 

So as we leave this friendly place and perhaps seek prosperity in the world, let us 
ensure prosperity in our loving kindness, respect, and care for others and for this 
interconnected world we inhabit. 

Appendix A. More on Trump: 
Donald J. Trump, born 1946 in Queens with large inheritance from father, Fred Trump. Many losses. 
Current worth (Forbes 2015) 4.5 B$. Trump’s hotels and casinos declared bankruptcy 5 times between 
1999 and 2014. 

Party affiliation:  
Democratic (-1987, 2001-2009) 
Republican (1987-1999, 2009-2011, 2012-present) 
Reform (1999-2001) campaigned for presidency 
Independent (2011-2012) 

Host of TV reality show The Apprentice (2004-2015) 

3 marriages 

Encourages violence From Feb. 1 rally: “Seriously. Knock the hell out of them. I promise you I will pay for 
the legal fees. I promise." 

Appendix B. Dominion Theology. 

The term "Dominion Theology" was derived from the King James Bible's rendering of Genesis 1:28, 

the passage in which God grants humanity "dominion" over the Earth. 

And God blessed [ Adam and Eve ], and God said unto them, "Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish 

the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, 

and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth." 

In the late 1980s, several prominent evangelical authors used the phrase Dominion Theology (and 

other terms such as dominionism) to label a loose grouping of theological movements that made 

direct appeals to this passage in Genesis.[1] Christians typically interpret this passage as meaning 

that God gave humankind responsibility over the Earth, but the distinctive aspect of Dominion 

Theology is that it is interpreted as a mandate for Christian stewardship in civil affairs, no less than in 

other human matters. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Authorized_King_James_Version
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Genesis
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Bible_(King_James)/Genesis#1:28
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adam_and_Eve
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dominion_Theology#cite_note-McVicar_2013-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/God
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earth


Appendix C. The Cruz Missile. 

In a November 2014 Senate speech, Cruz accused the president of being "openly desirous to destroy the 

Constitution and this Republic."[111] In the same speech, Cruz invoked the speeches of the ancient Roman 

senator Cicero against Catiline to denounce Obama's planned executive actions on immigration 

reform.[111] Classics professor Jesse Weiner, writing in The Atlantic, said that Cruz's analogy was "deeply 

disquieting" because "in casting Obama in the role of Catiline, Cruz unsubtly suggests that the sitting 

president was not lawfully elected and is the perpetrator of a violent insurrection to overthrow the 

government...In effect, he accuses the president of high treason. Regardless of one’s views on 

immigration reform and the Obama administration at large, this is dangerous rhetoric."[111] 

Cruz has repeatedly said that the 2015 international nuclear agreement with Iran "will make the Obama 

administration the world's leading financier of radical Islamic terrorism."[112] In response, Obama called 

Cruz's statements an example of "outrageous attacks" from Republican critics that crossed the line of 

responsible discourse: "We've had a sitting senator, who also happens to be running for president, 

suggest that I'm the leading state sponsor of terrorism. Maybe this is just an effort to push Mr. Trump out 

of the headlines, but it's not the kind of leadership that is needed for America right now."[112] Former 

Republican presidential nominee Mitt Romney also criticized Cruz for his remarks, writing that although 

he, too, was opposed to the Iran agreement, Cruz's statement connecting Obama to terrorism was "way 

over the line" and "hurts the cause." 

Cruz has used harsh rhetoric against fellow Republican politicians, and his relationships with various 

Republican members of Congress have been strained.[116][117] In 2013, Cruz referred to Republicans who 

he thought were insufficiently resistant to the proposals of President Obama as a "surrender 

caucus."[116] Cruz also called fellow Republicans out as "squishes" on gun-control issues during a Tea 

Party rally.[116] Cruz's role in the United States federal government shutdown of 2013 in particular drew 

criticism from a number of Republican colleagues.[117] Republican Senator John McCain is reported to 

particularly dislike Cruz; in a Senate floor speech in 2013, McCain denounced Cruz's reference to 

Nazis when discussing the Affordable Care Act.[117] In March 2013, McCain also called Cruz and others 

"wacko birds" whose beliefs are not "reflective of the views of the majority of Republicans."[117] 

In a heated Senate floor speech in July 2015, Cruz accused Senate Republican Leader Mitch 

McConnell of telling "a flat-out lie" over his intentions to reauthorize the Export-Import Bank of the United 

States, which Cruz opposes. "What we just saw today was an absolute demonstration that not only what 

he told every Republican senator, but what he told the press over and over and over again was a simple 

lie," Cruz said of Senate Republican Leader McConnell. 
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